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BELMONT — LOCAL SCHOOLS 
Statement 

HON SAMANTHA ROWE (East Metropolitan) [9.46 pm]: Last Friday, with the shadow education minister, 
Hon Sue Ellery, I had the pleasure of visiting three local schools in the Belmont electorate. We started our day at 
Belmont City College and were taken on a tour of the school. We visited the facilities, the departments and some 
of the classrooms and got a really good understanding of what is working really well at the school and some of 
its achievements over the years. We also had a tour of the new trade training facility, which is complete with a 
commercial kitchen and at the front is a great function area. The staff commented that they hoped in the future 
community groups and different corporations will be able to use the facility for functions. I can certainly say that 
after the tour it is definitely a function room we would want to use. If anyone is looking for an area in Belmont 
to hold a function, I can certainly recommend the trade training centre at Belmont City College; it is an excellent 
facility and perfect for holding a range of functions. 

From Belmont City College we went on to visit Carlisle Primary School where we were welcomed with a 
smorgasbord of morning tea prepared by all the staff. It was great because we had the opportunity to sit down 
and speak one on one with a lot of the staff and parents from the P&C there. We had a really good chat and 
talked about what is going on in the school and about some of the social issues they face. We also went on a tour 
of the grounds and visited some of the children in the classrooms and saw what they are doing in the classrooms 
and some of the programs they run. It worked really well; it was great to get a good understanding of what the 
staff are doing at Carlisle Primary School. I note also that Carlisle Primary School wants to become an 
independent public school. I want to put on the record my support for Carlisle primary’s aim to become an 
independent public school. There are many pros and cons to primary schools becoming independent public 
schools, but I think it has the capacity to transition quite well from a public school to an independent public 
school. 

From Carlisle primary we visited Tranby Primary School. We again had the opportunity to go on a wonderful 
tour throughout the school and visit the children and see what they are doing in the classrooms as well as get 
feedback from a lot of the teachers and staff about the many social issues they deal with on a day-to-day basis, 
particularly at Tranby Primary School, which is located in Rivervale. One of the things Tranby Primary School 
has to deal with on a daily basis is the huge amount of vandalism that happens at the school. We were told that 
during the very first term of this year there had been five break-ins to the school sports storeroom and everything 
was stolen. That school is not flush with funds, and it is a huge process to go through to buy everything again 
from scratch and get all the quotes and everything. It is quite a process for the school. There has also been a lot 
of other vandalism such as graffiti, broken glass and their library being broken into, I think, twice over the Easter 
holiday period. I note that the school was hoping to have a fence erected around it. That has not yet occurred, 
and maybe the minister might be able to shed some light on whether that will be happening anytime soon. I 
know that Tranby Primary School really needs that fence sooner rather than later; it has become, I think, rather 
urgent to deal with some of the social issues and the high rate of vandalism in the area. I know the school would 
really appreciate that; it might be something that is happening in the budget, but the minister can respond to that 
when he can.  
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